
Figure XX: This table shows which US states and southern Canada classified jumping 
worms (JWs) as invasive and prohibited. Click on the links to be taken to a downloadable 
pdf. 

Classifications for nonnative species: 
 
Minnesota DNR classifications: 
 
Prohibited invasive species: It is unlawful (a misdemeanor) to possess, import, 
purchase, transport, or introduce these species except under a permit for disposal, 
control, research, or education.  
Regulated invasive species: It is legal to possess, sell, buy, and transport regulated 
invasive species, but they may not be introduced into a free-living state, such as being 
released or planted in public waters. 
Unregulated invasive/nonnative species: Nonnative species that are not subject to 
regulation under Minnesota Invasive Species Statutes. 
Unlisted invasive/nonnative species: A nonnative species that is not prohibited, 
regulated, or unregulated. 
 
Invasive vs. nonnative: Species introduced by human activities to areas where they do 
not naturally occur are termed "non-native" species. When a species escapes from its 
habitat and invades native communities and causes economic, social, or environmental 
harm, or harm to human health, it is termed "invasive" according to the Minnesota DNR. 
 
California Classification: 
 
A-Rated Pest (CFDA): If found entering or established in the state, A-rated pests are 
subject to state (or commissioner when acting as a state agent) enforced action 
involving eradication, quarantine regulation, containment, rejection, or other holding 
action. 
 
Wisconsin DNR Classification: 
 
Restricted species: Invasive species that are already established in the state and cause 
or have the potential to cause significant environmental or economic harm or harm to 
human health. 
 
Minnesota DNR Regulatory pest ratings. 
California CDFA Regulatory pest ratings. 
Wisconsin DNR Regulatory pest ratings. 

States with jumping worm regulatory literature: 

State Link to website Regulatory status Species 

https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/minnesota_invasive_species_laws_minnesota_dnr.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/view_document_-_california_code_of_regulations.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/regulated_species_wisconsin_dnr.pdf


*New York Cornell Cooperative 
Extension 
 
New York Codes, 
Rules, and 
Regulations - 
Prohibited and 
Regulated Invasive 
Species  

Prohibited invasive 
species 

Amynthas and 
Metaphire (all 
species) 

*Vermont Vermont Invasives Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

*Wisconsin Wisconsin DNR Restricted species  Amynthas (all 
species) 

*Minnesota Minnesota DNR Prohibited invasive 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 
(Metaphire will also 
be prohibited) 

Illinois U of I Extension 
Gardening and 
jumping worms in 
northern Illinois,  
Illinois invasive 
species 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 
 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

Indiana Purdue Extension, 
Indiana DNR website 
for invasive species 

Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas/not 
specified 

Iowa Iowa USDA Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

Kansas K-State Research and 
Extension 

Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

*Missouri Missouri Department 
of Conservation 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas and 
Metaphire (all 
species) 

*Nebraska Nebraska Invasive Unregulated Amynthas and 

https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/cornell_cooperative_extension_invasive_asian_jumping_earthworms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/cornell_cooperative_extension_invasive_asian_jumping_earthworms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/list_of_regulated_and_prohibited_invasive_species_and_qa.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/list_of_regulated_and_prohibited_invasive_species_and_qa.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/list_of_regulated_and_prohibited_invasive_species_and_qa.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/list_of_regulated_and_prohibited_invasive_species_and_qa.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/list_of_regulated_and_prohibited_invasive_species_and_qa.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/list_of_regulated_and_prohibited_invasive_species_and_qa.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/vermont_invasives_jumping_worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_amynthas_spp._wisconsin_dnr.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worm_amynthas_species_minnesota_dnr.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/gardening_and_jumping_worms_in_northern_illinois_over_the_garden_fence_illinois_extension_uiuc.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/gardening_and_jumping_worms_in_northern_illinois_over_the_garden_fence_illinois_extension_uiuc.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/gardening_and_jumping_worms_in_northern_illinois_over_the_garden_fence_illinois_extension_uiuc.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/gardening_and_jumping_worms_in_northern_illinois_over_the_garden_fence_illinois_extension_uiuc.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasives_illinois_extension_uiuc.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasives_illinois_extension_uiuc.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/asian_jumping_worms_where_to_get_started_-_landscape_report_.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/dnr_invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/dnr_invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/iowa_national_invasive_species_information_center.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/asian-jumping-worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/asian-jumping-worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_missouri_department_of_conservation.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_missouri_department_of_conservation.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/terrestrial_invasive_species_nebraska_invasive_species_council_nebraska.pdf


Species Program invasive/nonnative 
species 

Metaphire (all 
species) 

Oklahoma OSU Extension Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas/not 
specified 

*Texas Texas Invasive Species 
Institute  

Regulated invasive 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

*California University of 
California Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources 

Listed as A-rated 
pest by CDFA 

Amynthas agrestis 

*Connecticut Connecticut 
Department of 
Energy & 
Environmental 
Protection 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 
 

Megascolecidae 
family - Amynthas 
agrestis, Amynthas 
tokioensis and 
Metaphire hilgendorfi 

*New Hampshire NHBugs Regulated invasive 
species 

Amynthas/not 
specified 

*North Carolina NC State Extension Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

*Michigan Michigan Invasive 
Species 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas agrestis, 
Amynthas tokioensis 
and Metaphire 
hilgendorfi 

*Maine Maine Department of 
Agriculture, 
Conservation, and 
Forestry 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

*Ohio Butler Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
 
OSU Extension 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 
 
 

*Delaware Delaware Invasive 
Species Council 

Prohibited invasive 
species 

Focus mainly on 
Amynthas agrestis, 
but includes all 

https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/terrestrial_invasive_species_nebraska_invasive_species_council_nebraska.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_are_real_and_a_threat_to_the_garden_oklahoma_state_university.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/texas_invasives.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/texas_invasives.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worm_uc_agriculture_and_natural_resources.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worm_uc_agriculture_and_natural_resources.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worm_uc_agriculture_and_natural_resources.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worm_uc_agriculture_and_natural_resources.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_nhbugs.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_nc_state_extension_publications.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species_jumping_worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_species_jumping_worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/amynthas_worms_in_maine_maine_dacf.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/amynthas_worms_in_maine_maine_dacf.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/amynthas_worms_in_maine_maine_dacf.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/amynthas_worms_in_maine_maine_dacf.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_spotlight_asian_jumping_worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/invasive_spotlight_asian_jumping_worms.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/asian_jumping_worms_a_threat_to_gardens_and_woodlands_bygl.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/amynthasearthworm.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/amynthasearthworm.pdf


species of Amynthas 

Louisiana Not currently 
recognized by 
gov/university, 
Louisiana media 
article 

Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

Kentucky Not currently 
recognized by 
gov/university, Citizen 
Science project 

Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

Tennessee Not currently 
recognized by 
gov/university, Article 
from Hamilton 
County 

Unlisted 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

Canadian Provinces with  jumping worm regulatory literature: 

Ontario Invasive Species 
Centre in Ontario 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

New Brunswick Canadian Council of 
Invasive Species 

Regulated invasive 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

Nova Scotia Canadian Council of 
Invasive Species 

Unregulated 
invasive/nonnative 
species 

Amynthas (all 
species) 

*States where jumping worms are recognized as invasive: 
●​ California 
●​ Connecticut 
●​ Delaware 
●​ Maine 
●​ Michigan 
●​ Minnesota 
●​ Missouri 
●​ Nebraska 
●​ New Hampshire 
●​ New York 
●​ North Carolina 
●​ Ohio 

https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/jumping_worm_next_invasive_garden_threat_hard_to_spot_wwltv.com_.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/jumping_worm_next_invasive_garden_threat_hard_to_spot_wwltv.com_.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/success_story_-_2024_kentucky_keepers_citizen_science_project.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/success_story_-_2024_kentucky_keepers_citizen_science_project.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/help_stop_the_jumping_worm_invasion_-_master_gardeners_of_hamilton_county.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/help_stop_the_jumping_worm_invasion_-_master_gardeners_of_hamilton_county.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-05/help_stop_the_jumping_worm_invasion_-_master_gardeners_of_hamilton_county.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_-_invasive_species_centre.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_-_invasive_species_centre.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_-_canadian_council_on_invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_-_canadian_council_on_invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_-_canadian_council_on_invasive_species.pdf
https://ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/sites/ncipmhort.cfans.umn.edu/files/2025-04/jumping_worms_-_canadian_council_on_invasive_species.pdf


●​ Texas 
●​ Vermont 
●​ Wisconsin 

 


